Clay. Spur Bentonite Plant and Camp, Cooler - " HAFR No. WY-23-K

- Clay: Spur Slding on the Burllngton Northern A T _

i “Railroad o N S o ' ' \ '
A miles northwest ot Osage R IR o R HAER
flgweston County _ : UL _ _ ' fV\Q? -
i Hyomlng S o Co S . ' ' : :
SR T T e . 23-0506.V,
f.",-‘{».

‘ S , PHOTOGRAPHS

WRITTEN HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE DATA

Historic Americaen Engineering Record
Rocky Mountain Regicnal Office
National Park Service
U. 9. Department of the Interior
P. 0. Box 25287
Denver, Cclorado 80225



HAE ®
WYo,

HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEFRING RECORD 23-0S46.V,

- K-

Clay Spur Bentonite Plant and Camp, Cooler

HAER Fo. WY-23-K

Location: Clay Spur Siding on the Burlington Northern Railroad,
4 miles northwest of Osage in Weston Counity, Wyoning

Dates of Construction: c¢a, 1932

Present Owner: N. L. Barcid
Alzada Star Route
Belle Fourche, Scuth Dakotn

Present Use: Abandoned; site to be razed

Significance: The Clay Spur Bentonite Plant and Camp is associated
with the early 20th century bentonite mining industry
in Wyoming and the United States. The Clay Spur
Bentonite District was the center of the pioneer
Wyoming bentonite industry and remained the premier
Wyoming producing district until reserves began to
dwindle in the 19%0=2. The plant embodies the
distinctive engineering technology of the bentonite
industry. The camp 8lsc reflects early twentieth
century company town architecture with simple
bulldings and floor plans that could be quickly and
cheaply constructed and adapted tc many different uses.

This ¢ne-story wood frame industrial building was
originally a cooler, 28.6 feet southwest-northeast by
13 feet northwest-scutheast. It has a gable roof
covered with asphalt shingles and rests on a poured
concrete foundation. The exterior walls are partially
covered with corrugated metal siding and horizontal
beards. There is a large sliding wooden garage door
on the southwest elevation. The interior is divided
into bins below ground level. This building is
designated as a "cooler" on the 1940 plant diagram and
as an "abandoned cooler on the 1957 plant diasgram. It
is not known how this building fitted into the milling
process at Clay Spur.

Historian: Robert Rosenberg
Historical Consultant

July 1989

NOTE: For more information, see Clay Spur Bentonite Plant and Camp,
HAER No. WI-23,



